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Initiative to increase citizens participation in EU legislative process
The EU is taking the lead in using on-line tools to improve the legislative process for its citizens. The eParticipation Preparatory Action which launched on 1st January 2007 will run as a series of linked projects which each contribute to a greater awareness and involvement by citizens in the legislation process right from the initial drafting through to its implementation at a regional and local level.
The individual projects will concentrate on ensuring that the legislative language and process is more transparent, understandable and accessible to the citizen. In addition the projects emphasis on the communication of legislation will be used to enhance and grow citizen’s involvement and contribution in the process of creating and thereafter implementing the legislation. 
The eParticipation Action will coordinate the 6 projects which in turn will each contribute towards different stages of the full life-cycle of the legislative process.  The key theme throughout will be to ensure that online tools are identified which lead to an increased citizen involvement.

Overall the projects will run for upto 18 months and involve participants from 12 Member States, 5 Parliaments, 6 Local Authorities and a number of linked associations and universities. 
For further information on the projects please go to www.eu-participation.eu or contact the individual projects below:
DALOS: Looking to empower legal drafters and decision-makers with control over multilingual complexity in legislation, thus improving coherence and alignment of legislative languages in the EU as well as improving transposition of EU legislation into national law. 
LEGESE: Builds on citizen’s involvement in democratic process at the local and regional implementation level of EU legislation. Based on the improved accessibility through a specific content rich democratic meeting webcasting facility linked increased citizen interaction and engagement facilities.
Contact: Dr.John O’Flaherty j.oflaherty@mac.ie . Project website:  www.legese.org/
LEXIPATION: Will enable the conduct of moderated online discussion on legislative proposals aiming at timely, informed and responsible judgment of interested stakeholders, through visualization of arguments and impacts of proposed of legislation.
Contact: Dr. Francesco Molinari fmol@altec.gr. Project website:  www.lexipation.eu/ 
LEX-IS: Will enable all interested parties in a legislation process to easily locate the necessary information with the use of internet-based retrieval tools and to visualize the arguments, thus facilitating the participation of citizens, businesses and NGOs in the consultation and drafting stages of legislation.

SEAL: Tackling the dynamic environment of legislation in terms of links among different pieces of legislation. Enables the stakeholders involved in legislation drafting to have easy construction of legal drafts and creation of connections from and to existing legal sources. The project improves the cooperation between members of parliaments and legislation drafters, allowing for citizens' participation.

TID+: Will enable citizens to propose, discuss and express views on new legislation initiatives, while allowing decision-makers to deliver a response to them, this project will adapt and make available this service in a cross-border environment.

Contact for the ePacticipation Preparatory Action:
Thanassios Chrissafis,

DG INFSO unit H2 eGovernment & CIP Operations 

Athanassios.Chrissafis@ec.europa.eu
tel: +32 2 296 88 77

fax: +32 2 296 41 14 
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/egovernment_research/eparticipation
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